
 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
 
 

09.00 – Registration / Exhibition Opens 
 
 

09.30 - 09.45 
 

Welcome to the Northern Education & Academies Show 

Keynote Theatre 

 
09.45 – 10.30 – Opening Keynote 
 

An Evidence-based Approach to World-Class Education 
Guest Speaker: David Laws, Executive Chairman, Education Policy Institute 
Keynote Theatre 
 
In our opening keynote session, the inspirational David Laws explains why he believes government needs to 
apply more hard evidence (and less ideology) when making key decisions about the future of education in 
the UK. 
Using rigorous research and a huge repository of data, David and the Education Policy Institute are 
developing a clear and detailed vision of how a world-class educational environment should function if we 
want to deliver the best possible outcomes for young people of all backgrounds. 
 
 

10.50 - 11.50 - Choose ONE from three concurrent workshops: 

 

Workshop 1A) Social Intelligence – Communication Up, Down and Sideways 
Christopher Barrat, Director, Greystone Partnership 
Keynote Theatre 11.10-11.50 
 

In this talk Christopher will explore the real world of leadership and communication. Social changes in the 
way we interact have pervaded all walks of life – the skills needed in business or institutions or academia 
are now more similar than ever. Despite whatever organisational structure you have, the real-deal of 
effective communication relies far more on non-hierarchy influence and the skill to engage people into 
action rather than directing them. In this insightful, informative and amusing keynote you will be given a 
chance to see what these skills are, and how you can deploy them to engage and inspire your organisation. 
 

Workshop 1B) Raising Aspirations, Providing Inspiration, Creating Motivation 
Stuart Myers, World at you Feet 
Workshop Room 1 11.00-11.40 
 

Stuart will take you on the journey he has experienced in both his personal life, and also his professional 
career and share how anyone can achieve their ambitions. Stuart will explain how he has defied the odds 
and progressed from an office trainee to being in management, a charity trustee and school governor. 
 

Workshop 1C) Do’s and Don’t’s of Narrowing the Attainment Gap 
Daniel Sobel, CEO and founder of Inclusion Expert 
Workshop Room 2 10.50-11.30 
 

Reflections on over 1000 Pupil Premium Reviews, the common challenges schools face and some of the 
innovative ways they have overcome these. Daniel will share his best tips and tricks in how to Narrow the 
Gap in 6 months. 
 
  

12.00 - 13.00 - Choose ONE from three concurrent workshops: 
 



Workshop 2A) Advocation Dance Fitness in Schools 
Darcey Bussell, Former Principal of The Royal Ballet & Strictly Come Dancing Judge 
Keynote Theatre 12.20-13.00 
 

With the health and fitness of young people becoming a key issue of the 21st Century, Darcey Bussell 
believes that adding dance fitness to the PE curriculum of British schools would have a major impact on 
our education system and the health of future generations. In our afternoon keynote, Darcey will present 
the speech that she recently gave to the Houses of Parliament in February – advocating the Performing 
Arts, dance fitness and physical literacy in schools, before explaining the essential elements of the Diverse 
Dance Mix initiative and the many benefits of dance fitness for all. 
 

Workshop 2B) TBC 
Anne Lyons, President, The National Association of Headteachers  
Workshop Room 1 12.10-12.50 
 

TBC 
 

Workshop 2C) Transform your Learning Environment with Colour & Design. Better 
Spaces, Better Outcomes 
Ian Gisbourne, Smarter Spaces 
Workshop Room 2 12.00-12.40 
 

Smarter Spaces was launched by Dulux to champion a movement to improve educational environments, 
supporting schools to achieve better learning outcomes through the power of effective use of colour and 
design.  
 
  

13.40 - 14.30 – Choose ONE from two concurrent Keynotes: 
 

Keynote 2A) Ofsted Update 
Andrew Cook, Regional Director for the North West, Ofsted 
Keynote Theatre 13.50-14.30 
 
This presentation will provide key insights into the current priorities for schools in the North of England 
and what Ofsted is doing, through inspection, to support improvement. Ofsted’s regional director Andrew 
Cook will also explain recent developments in the inspectorate and the impact they have had on Ofsted’s 
work. 
 

Keynote 2B) eSafety with SOL 
Zoe Cairns, International Social Media Consultant, ZC Social Media 
Workshop Room 2 13.40-14.20 
 
Learn about the importance of eSafety and how this can be integrated into your current lesson plans and 
curriculum. You will be highlighted to the latest updates and issues around eSafety. From two different 
sides of the spectrum listen to an online consultant with the latest developments and a primary school 
teacher will share a recent case study in eSafety. 
 
 

14.40 – 15.25 – Closing Keynote 
 

Get Happy: Creating Emotionally Intelligent Schools 
Guest Speaker: Sir John Jones, Educational Pioneer 
Keynote Theatre 
 

Having spent most of his professional life leading challenging schools across the North West of England, Sir 
John Jones believes that ‘happy’ organisations are a pre-requisite for unlocking education’s potential to 
drive progressive social change. Strong leadership, widespread collaboration, creativity, imagination and a 
clear sense of purpose are all essential factors for building emotionally intelligent organisations that can 
shape young lives in a positive and effectively way. Drawing on his vast pool of experience in this 
innovative area, Sir John will offer a range of practical pointers to help you create and maintain a 
dynamic organisational culture that can adapt and respond continuously to the individual needs of its 
pupils.  

 
 

 



15.25 – 15.30 – Closing Comments 
 

15.30 – End of Event 


